Appl.No. 10/678,013 

Amdt. dated August 8, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 26, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-53 (canceled) 

Claim 54 (currently amended): A component of a swing joint coupling for conveying fluid 
between a conduit and a component of a fluid system, the component of the swing joint coupling 
comprising: 

a body comprising a first end and a second end , wherein the first end of the body is 
shaped to be insertable into a bore of a body of a second coupling along a plurality of 
orientations and retained by the second coupling in fluidtight fashion such that the coupling and 
the second coupling, together, form a swing joint , the second end comprising a bore into which a 
tube end of the conduit is insertable, the body further comprising a bend disposed to alter a flow 
orientation of fluid flowing between the first and second ends; 

a gripping mechanism that grips the tube end of the conduit to fix a position of the tube 
end of the conduit within the bore; and 

a release mechanism slidable with respect to the body to induce the gripping mechanism 
to release the tube end of the conduit , wherein th e first e nd of th e body is ins e rtable into a bor e of 
a body of a s e cond coupling along a plurality of orientations such that th e coupling and th e 
second coupling, tog e ther, form a swing joint . 

Claim 55 (canceled) 

Claim 56 (currently amended): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 54, wherein 
the bend comprises an angle of ninety degrees. 
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Claim 57 (currently amended): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 54, wherein 
the body further comprises a first branch that terminates in a third end in fluid communication 
with the first and second ends through the body. 

Claim 58 (currently amended): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 57, wherein 
the first branch extends from the bend such that the coupling has a T-shape. 

Claim 59 (currently amended): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 57, wherein 
the body further comprises a second branch, wherein the first and second branches extend from 
the bend such that the coupling has an X-shape. 

Claim 60 (currently amended): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 54, wherein 
the coupling is part of an irrigation system for distributing water fluid to soil, wherein the first 
end of the body is integrally formed with an irrigation component of the irrigation system. 

Claim 61 (currently amended): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 54, wherein 
the first end comprises a second bore into which a tube end of a second conduit is insertable, the 
coupling further comprising: 

a second gripping mechanism that grips the end of the second conduit to fix a position of 
the end of the second conduit within the second bore; and 

a second release mechanism slidable with respect to the body to induce the second 
gripping mechanism to release the tube end of the second conduit. 

Claims 62-67 (canceled) 

Claim 68 (previously presented): A swing joint for coupling a conduit to a component of a fluid 
system, the swing joint comprising: 
a first coupling comprising: 
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a body having a first end and a second end having a bore into which an end of the conduit 
is insertable; and 

a gripping mechanism that grips the end of the conduit to fix a position of the end of the 
conduit within the bore; and 

a second coupling comprising: 

a body having a first end, a second end having a bore into which the first end of the body 
of the first coupling is insertable, and a bend disposed to alter a flow orientation of fluid flowing 
between the first and second ends; and 

a gripping mechanism that grips the first end of the body of the first coupling to fix a 
position of the first end of the body of the first coupling within the bore; 

wherein the first end of the body of the first coupling is insertable into the bore of the 
body of the second coupling along a plurality of orientations to permit disposition of the bend at 
a plurality of orientations with respect to the first coupling, wherein one of the first and second 
couplings comprises a release mechanism slidable with respect to the corresponding body to 
induce the gripping mechanism to release the end of the conduit. 

Claim 69 (original): The swing joint of claim 68, wherein the first end of the body of the first 
coupling comprises a tube having an outside diameter that is substantially the same as an outside 
diameter of the conduit. 

Claim 70 (canceled) 

Claim 71 (original): The swing joint of claim 68, wherein the body of the first coupling 
comprises a bend disposed to alter a flow orientation of fluid flowing between the first and 
second ends of the body of the first coupling. 

Claim 72 (original): The swing joint of claim 71, wherein the body of the second coupling 
comprises a bend disposed to alter a flow orientation of fluid flowing between the first and 
second ends of the body of the second coupling, wherein each of the bends comprises an angle of 
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about ninety degrees to permit orientation of the first end of the body of the second coupling at 
orientations including parallel to the conduit and perpendicular to the conduit. 

Claim 73 (currently amended): The swing joint of claim 68, wherein the swing joint is part of an 
irrigation system for distributing wat e r fluid to soil, wherein the conduit conveys wat e r fluid 
underground, wherein the end of the conduit and the first coupling are buried. 

Claims 74-114 (canceled) 

Claim 115 (new): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 54, wherein the first end is a 
tube end. 

Claim 116 (new): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 115, wherein the first end 
has an outside diameter similar to that of the conduit. 

Claim 1 17 (new): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 115, wherein the first end 
has an annular shoulder disposed to abut a release mechanism of the second coupling. 

Claim 118 (new): The component of a swing joint coupling of claim 115, wherein the tube end 
has a smooth outer surface without annular grooves, annular flanges, or annular beads. 

Claim 1 19 (new): The swing joint of claim 68, wherein the first end is a tube end. 

Claim 120 (new): The swing joint of claim 119, wherein the first end has an outside diameter 
similar to that of the conduit. 

Claim 121 (new): The swing joint of claim 119, wherein the first end has an annular shoulder 
disposed to abut a release mechanism of the second coupling. 
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Claim 122 (new): The swing joint of claim 119, wherein the tube end has a smooth outer surface 
without annular grooves, annular flanges, or annular beads. 
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